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Ponder:  Children are a work in progress.  Process can be more impacting than the product. One step toward the future occurs each moment. Most personal interactions are cause-effect. Communities can intentionally promote the self-esteem of its members. 


Say: Quickly say, “Thank you” for all appropriate behaviors and indicate success, however small. 


Do:  Be specific when referring to the desired actions. Ignore the negative.  Act as if this was expected, do-able or easy.  Attach this activity to something in the future (academia, health, pleasantry, etc.) Smile.  








More support at TeacherTMI.com�








Ponder:  All children are learning at all times.  Be careful what you are teaching them. Your actions and your words guide their developing character, worth, belonging, values, knowledge, abilities, etc.  Mutual esteem is powerful. All children are able.


Say: Reduce the number of words of your direction with each repetition.  Announce expectations of the task.


Do: Affirm words and actions that approximate the desired response. Move closer to the target child while continuing direction for those already on target. 





Ponder:  Everyone wants to please. No one wants to be punified.  This is human nature, not owned by any one culture. Self-esteem is powerful. At least two persons are interacting with an already set mind, body, spirit, social skills… The action taken by the adult affects all those watching, not just the original child.


Say: Provide specific directions in positive voice.  Quickly say, “thank you” and move on.   


Do:  Speak in an expectant voice. Move rigorously to next step. Provide close-ended options when possible. Smile. 


(See TMI Proximity Control.)


(See chart of proximity control.)





(See chart of proximity control.)














Before:e





During: 





After: 





         Good, better, best… never let     it


    rest,…until the good is better,… and the better is best!








Some children


 just do not respond 


to discipline 


 or to punishment…


Adults 


must respond 


 anyway…
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Adults define what is appropriate and inappropriate in society. 





Appropriateness is defined by many factors:  environment, time in history, culture, audience, age, gender, etc. 





Children need to choose from multi-cultural actions in order to fit in to different groups appropriately.  





Adults need to recognize the multi-cultural responses that come naturally to children when deciding how to re-direct or to discipline.  





Respectful repetition and repeated opportunity maximize a child’s learning achievements and ultimately life successes.








Discipline comes from the word “disciple”.  Disciple means “one who follows”. When an adult disciplines a child, s/he is providing a path to follow.  The adults lead the way, provide models, provide rules, provide directions or instructions. 


Punishment is used to “punify” or to make small.  Optimally, it minimizes the affect of the inappropriate behavior.  Hopefully, it does not make the child feel puny, only readjusts his/her power to the appropriate level.  Punishment is a penalty, a reprimand, a penance...  


Most of the time, punishment is appropriately reserved as a response to intentional wrong-doing or to prevent harm. 












